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1. What you can do with Patapage 

Contents 

Patapage is such a radically new tool that it is very hard to define it in just one sentence.  

Patapage can help you build and evolve your site to make it great. 

Reading the rest of this guide alongside using it on some test web pages is the best way of 
understanding Patapage. 

There are many ways to build web sites. Patapage makes it easy to build a site that interacts with 
visitors and the other sites. 

In this chapter we introduce the ideas that make Patapage. We try not to be too technical, but we 
assume that we are talking to users that are web site designers / builders, and hence familiar with 
the notions of web site, web page, link, HTML. Weôll touch several ideas related to web 
development which are related in different ways to site design and development. 

If you find what is written here too abstract or technical, read first the next chapter, 2. Example 
applications, where we present several usage examples: we show how to use Patapage as tool 
when building web sites. 

If you are familiar with the concepts and are looking for a user guide, go to 3. Patapage. 

1.1 Improving a site by pasting a script  

Patapage is a way of adding services to web sites (also static ones) in a most simple way: just by 
adding buttons and links. There are buttons for socially contributed contents, like adding a wiki-like 
layer to your pages, and also comments, image galleries, contact forms, rating, retweet, Google or 
Twitter searches, windows on other websites, annotated feedbacks, and so on. 

By relying on this service, you are avoiding any additional kind of server maintenance, and getting 
some nicely designed and customizable additional layers on your site. All this in an unobtrusive, 
simple way. 

Anyone who is familiar with adding Google analytics or Twitter gadgets on their site will find 
Patapage simple to use and in line with the current evolution of the web. 

1.2 First impressions: a short story 

Patapage is a tool that can drastically reduce the effort needed to build services for supporting a 
web siteôs community, without impacting the web site design and structure. But few people 
currently appreciate this: let me tell a short story. 

One evening I had dinner with a very smart friend, developer and consultant. He told me  

ñTell me about Patapage! The small guy logo is just great. Generates those docked buttonséò  

He had had a quick look to the site, andé missed the aim of the software. He is not alone: we are 
finding that this is what happens to many visitors of the site: after the first wow effect, visitors 
believe they got what Patapage is about: 

adding pretty docked buttons on your pages pointing to external services, to which some 
behavior is delegated 

This is a partial picture of what Patapage can do as a service for a web site creator. In this 
chapter we show the full picture. 

In the case of my friend, I started explaining him that yes, delegation to an external service is one 
of the basic ideas that makes building richer web sites easy and quick, but Patapage is useful 
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because ñexternalò content can be integrated page by page in the hosting site ï and you are never 
leaving the site where you started from. This makes say building a site for a conference, like the 
one we built for Developers in Florence, really fast: once we had built the static page, like this: 
 

 

Figure 1 The ñDevelopers in Florenceò page before Patapage ï basic information 

then we just created an account on Patapage for the domain and added contacts, feedback, 
discussions, filtering or relevant tweets and delicious tagging, and more, as in the following 
pictureï see it in action here: http://www.open-lab.com/diff01. Ready to publish! 

 

Figure 2: The same site made interactive 

I explained this to my friend, and I saw a more and more surprised look on his face, as he realized 
the simplicity and power of the tool, and that he could use it immediately for some of the web 
pages he had to publish.  

Consider that the example I made above is one of the simplest usages: a deeper mapping of your 
needs is done by integrating Patapageôs functionalities in the body contents of your pages, using 
your own styled links instead of docked buttons, and even keeping parts of the contents of your 
pages generated by wiki-like parts, maintained with Patapage. You can delegate to Patapage all 
the functionality needed to motivate, support and maintain a community on your site: no 
development is needed. 

ñSo ïmy friend suggested ï I could build a page-by-page help system just by pasting a script on 

http://www.open-lab.com/diff01
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my siteôs footer?ò  

Yes, exactly. Just like when you replaced your CMS statistics with Google Analytics ï the effort is 
the same. 

1.3 Your first impression from the demo 

If you go to Patapageôs home page (http://patapage.com), you can immediately test any of your 
favorite web sites as they could be ñempoweredò by Patapage: 

 

Getting: 

 

Now this is nice but can be highly misleading, as it seems that all Patapage provides is only some 
pretty docked buttons ï wrong. 

There are so many improvements that your could get using Patapage ï without changing the web 
site technology, layout or design. Itôs not just docked buttons! 

 

1.4 Your site structure 

What is the relationship between your site structure and Patapage? What parts of your site 
contents and functionality can you build with Patapage and what not? 

 The set of pages of your site and the links between them defines the ñstructureò of your site.  

 Mathematically: Pages and links constitute a directed graph. 

Your site will have internal links that bring from one page to another and links to external sites and 
resources. In the simplest case, both your pages and links between them will not be built with 
Patapage: you will build everything with simple static HTML pages and links. Once this done, the 
siteôs core is defined, and you can add more interactivity and functionality with Patapage. 

http://patapage.com/







































































































































































